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Report

Organizations applying for membership in YEE

at the Annual Meeting 2011 

This year there are five organizations applying for membership in Youth and Environment Europe, two applying for full and three for associate membership. 

Full membership:

· Ja Visapkart (Latvia)

· FÖJ-Aktiv (Germany)
Associate membership:

· Khazer (Armenia)
· YCIDDP (Armenia)
· Green Echoes Associaton (Romania)
1/ Ja Visapkart

Ja Visapkart is a Latvian organization that was founded in February 2010. It is based in Balvi and its activities have regional character.

Country: 


Latvia

Apply for: 


full membership

Number of members: 
22

Age limit: 


18-30

Aims: 


To facilitate involvement of the society in preservation 



of natural and cultural values. 

Activities: 


Different projects, mostly outdoor – adventurous and 




at the 
same time educational events (tree planting, 




tidying up the environment, fun events).

Ja Visapkart applies for full membership. As they fulfil all the criteria necessary (youth organization, dealing with environmental topics), we recommend the General Assembly to accept them. 

2/ FÖJ-Aktiv

FÖJ-Aktiv is a German organization that was founded in 2005. It is based in Hamburg and its activities have national character. 

The FÖJ (Freiwilliges Ökologisches Jahr) is a voluntary service for youth between 16 and 27 years. The ca. 2500 adolescents participate in Germany and in foreign countries in the remits of environmental education with adults and children, public relations and event management belonging to topics like sustainability, active environmental protection, landscape and waters conservation, animal protection and development policy. 

FÖJ-Aktiv is an organization for young people who have finished their FÖJ-year but want to remain active in the field of environmental protection.

Country: 


Germany

Apply for: 


full membership

Number of members: 
110

Age limit: 


no age limit

Aims:


support of youth welfare services, the education, 




professional education and environmental protection
Activities: 




· Public relations for FÖJ such as events, information or advertising media.

· Support and active organisation of networking and cooperation between actual FÖJ-participants to support the realization of common projects for the FÖJ.

· Accomplishment or support of events, projects and actions for the increase of publicity of the FÖJ, environmental protection or educational work for sustainable development.

· Maintenance of a nationwide internet portal featuring mailing lists, the sending of information letters, etc.

· Lobby work and cooperation with the FÖJ-deployment locations, FÖJ-providers, the FÖJ responsible authorities and ministries and other institutions.

· Support of common activities between FÖJ-participants.

FÖJ-Aktiv applies for full membership. They fulfil the criteria. The only problem could be the age composition, since there is no age-limit in this organization. Currently, the average age-composition is 21, there are 4 members over 30 and youngest is 18. Hence, we recommend the General Assembly to accept them as a full member.

3/ “KHAZER” Ecological and Cultural Non-Governmental Organization

It is an Armenian NGO that was founded in December 1991. It’s a public organization and its orientation is education and sustainable development in the area of environmental and cultural issues and heritage.

Country: 


Armenia

Apply for: 


associate membership

Number of members: 
43

Age limit: 


no age limit – but there is a separate youth group. The 



average age of members of the NGO is 25-30 years.

Activities:

The NGO activities are built upon the principle according to which protection and careful attitude to nature are moral issues, which are interrelated with protection of cultural and spiritual heritage in general. The organization is especially engaged in identification of the linkage between environmental issues and human health. 

“Khazer” is a member of different communities: Aarhus Center Board Expert on Environmental Education, member of Union of Ecological NGOs, member of Adults Education Association, Euro-Asian Association of Children Environmental Health and Woman in Europe for Common Future; a member of Commission on Sustainable Development, which contributes to developing an integrated education approach, providing a forum for all stakeholders and preparing training materials for trainers. They are actively involved in local and international cultural and ecological activities and organize their own ones publications, movies, different environmental events.

“KHAZER” Ecological and Cultural Non-Governmental Organization applies for associate membership. The organization responds to the criteria of YEE statutes - shall be organization with substantial youth membership, self-governing, democratic, and involved in youth work and environmental work, which take a substantial interest in the objectives and activities of the Federation. Hence we recommend the General Assembly to accept them as an associated member.
4/ Youth Club for Intercultural Dialogue, Democracy and Peace (YCIDDP)

Youth Club for Intercultural Dialogue, Democracy and Peace (YCIDDP) is an Armenian NGO that was founded in Yerevan, Republic of Armenia in 2010. Working sphere of the organization is intercultural dialogue, ecology, democracy, conflict prevention and peace building.

Country: 


Armenia

Apply for: 


associate membership

Number of members: 
35

Age limit: 


18 – 30

Activities:

Basic activities of the organization are dedicated to the problems of Armenian youth in the area of ethnic conflicts, intercultural dialogue and ecology and ways of their solutions through organizing international youth meetings, conferences and publications which aims are to increase youth participation in Armenia and to attract society to them.

Youth Club for Intercultural Dialogue, Democracy and Peace (YCIDDP) applies for associate membership. The main orientation of YCIDDP is: youth problems and ecology is just one of the aspects of their work, so the orientation of the organization is not quite corresponding to the requirements of YEE. Hence we would recommend postponing their acceptance till showing more ecological interest which they plan in the future. 

5/ Green Echoes Association
Green Echoes Association is a Romanian NGO that was founded in March 2007. It is based in Cluj-Napoca, cultural capital of Transylvania and its activities have local character.

Country: 


Romania

Apply for: 


associate membership

Number of members: 
55

Age limit: 


There is no age limit. Most of their members are  




under 30 years old. The members of the board are 




over 30.

Aims: 




Sustainable development of the society by conserving biodiversity, by promoting responsible tourism and environmental education through the implementation of multi-disciplinary projects and the encouragement of ethical initiatives. 

Activities: 




Organizing camps, trips and other educational activities in the nature; responsible tourism activities to ensure the maintenance and preservation of natural monuments, flora and fauna; informative database and distribution of informative material; public presentation of movies and images; organizing maintenance and repair activities on marked mountain trails; involvement in research activities; publication activity (creation and editing of books, articles), etc.

The organization is member of several national as well as international networks – CERI (Carpathian Ecoregion Initiative), CEEWEB and also member of the Work Group for Tourism of the Carpathian Convention and of the Environmental Educators in the Carpathian Network.

Green Echoes Association applies for associate membership. The organization deal with environmental topics but they are not specifically youth organization (no age limit). We believe that associate membership is appropriate or collaboration without membership in YEE.
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